Gerontology for the Health Care Professional Pathway Certificate
(Related to the Gerontology Certificate of Completion)
Purpose:

The need for nurses to be better prepared for caring for our aging population has been highlighted by the National League for Nurses (NLN) 2012, The Hartford Center for Geriatric Nursing (1996), the Institute of Medicine (IOM) 2012, Healthy People 20-20 and myriad other nursing organizations. Currently the Oregon Consortium for Nursing Education (OCNE) requires students receive Older Adult content in NRS 110 (Health Promotion) and then the assumption is that as the curricula addresses the life span of an individual, that more gerontology content is included throughout the program. Although this may be the case, it is up to each individual college and then each individual instructor to determine when and how much gerontology content to include. This career pathway certificate will address the need for students in nursing and other allied health care programs (such as Medical Assistant and Emergency Management Technician) to have the background and knowledge to work with the aging population.

Rationale:

Clackamas Community College does not currently have a robust gerontological component throughout the nursing curriculum.  Efforts are underway to address this as awareness has increased regarding the health care needs of an aging general population.  Once in place, this ‘lens’ will better prepare graduating nurses for the realities of the changing health needs. As this happens valuable supporting education can be gained by taking courses in other programs such as Gerontology.
At this time Oregon is not experiencing a nursing shortage and nursing positions are difficult to obtain, especially for newly graduated nurses. Additionally, many acute care facilities are now requiring nursing applicants have a Bachelors of Science in nursing (BSN). Consequently, many of the community college nursing graduates are seeking employment in long term care (LTC) or skilled nursing facilities (SNFs). A nursing graduate who has additional education in gerontology will not only be a stronger candidate for a position in a LTC or skilled nursing setting, but will more importantly be able to provide better care for the clients in any setting.

In 2013, one faculty from Nursing and one faculty from Human Services/Gerontology met to review gerontology content of both the Gerontology Certificate and the Nursing Programs. The purpose was to determine if there is a way to provide nursing students with additional course content in gerontology with a view for those students to obtain certification in gerontology. After extensive research and discussion, it was determined that a Career Pathway Certificate in Gerontology would be the most efficient method to accomplish this goal, both for prospective nursing students as well as prospective or current students in other allied health programs.

GERONTOLOGY FOR THE HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL CAREER PATHWAY CERTIFICATE
COURSE 
CREDITS
GRN-181
Issues in Aging



3 

GRN-182
Aging and the Body


3 

GRN-183
Death and Dying



3 

GRN-184
Aging and the Individual


3 
--- ---

Gerontology Health Care Professional

Program electives


3 
Credits required for certificate



15
Gerontology Health Care Professional Program Electives

COURSE
CREDITS

GRN-290
Special Topics in Gerontology 

1 

HE-151

Body and Drugs I



3 

HE-255

Body and Alcohol



3 

HS-154

Community Resources


3

HS-156

Interviewing Theory and Technique

3 

HS-165

Activity Director for Long Term Care

3 

A new course, GRN-100, Gerontology Special Topics, has being developed as an elective in the Gerontology Certificate of Completion, and also be offered as CEU classes to the general public. Students can repeat the course up to six credits of approved electives. Topics include:

· Caregiver Strain

· Choosing from Levels of Care

· Aging in Place

· Advocacy and Self-Advocacy for Elders

· Nutritional Issues for Elders

· Health Promotion for Elders

· Arthritis

· Osteoporosis

· Complementary and Alternative Medicine for Older Adults

· Dementia/Alzheimer’s: The illness

· Dementia/Alzheimer’s/Memory Deficits Care Requirements

· Geriatric Psychiatric Illnesses

· Aging and Medication

· HIV/STD and the older adult

· Health and Wellness in Aging

· Spirituality and Aging

· Impact on Family with aging family member

· Elder Abuse

· Falls in Older Adults

· Sensory Losses

· Safety in the home

· Incontinence

· Issues for LBGT seniors

This is not a complete list but suggestions for courses that could be developed depending on availability of funds and instructors.

